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Top left: Juvenile Detention Officer
Leonard Wall ~ EOW Jan. 31, 2010
Top Center: Sr. Parole Agent
Ellane Aimiuwu ~ EOW Feb. 7, 2010
Top right: Correctional Officer
William Waterman ~ EOW Mar. 9, 2010
Middle Left: Detention Officer
Arthur Redelfs ~ EOW Mar. 13, 2010
Middle Right: Nurse Cynthia
Palomata ~ EOW Oct. 25, 2010
Lower Left: Correctional Officer
Gary Chapin ~ EOW Nov. 15, 2010
Lower Right: Sr. Corrections Officer
John H. Paskewicz Sr. ~
EOW Nov. 16, 2010
continued on page 2

Top left: Detention Officer
Cesar Arreola~ EOW Jan. 18, 2009
Top Center: District Parole Officer
Reuben Hejl ~ EOW May 19, 2009
Top right: Army Specialist
David A. Holmes ~ EOW June 26, 2010
Middle Left: Army Sergeant 1st Class
Robert J. Fike ~ EOW June 11, 2010
Middle Right: Army 1st Sergeant
Robert N. Barton ~ EOW June 7, 2010
Lower Left: Marine Lance Corporal
Anthony J. Rosa ~ EOW Sept. 23, 2010
Lower Right: Army Staff Sergeant
Jason A. Reeves ~ EOW Dec. 5, 2010

The City of New York Department of Correction
Pipe Band is with us at every Project 2000
Annual National Memorial Ceremony.
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Field Representatives

CPO FAMILY

Directors of The CPO Foundation

Chaplains of The CPO Foundation

Honor Guard Commander of The CPO Foundation
CPOF Staff

To request catastrophic assistance for a Correctional
mail@cpof.org (cc Char@cpof.org). Please provide
your full name, institution, rank, cell phone number
(or other phone number where you can be reached),
the name of the person/family you are recommending
and why, and whether you are a Supporting Member.
Your request will be forwarded to the Catastrophic
Coordinator handling your State.
Thank you for assisting us in
“Taking Care of our Own.”

Representatives are listed according to their
primary State of operation. However, many often represent The CPO Foundation in one or more other States.

The CPO FAMILY

.
The Editor reserves the right to edit for space consid-

erations or for other reasons as deemed appropriate by the Editor.
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COVER STORY

PROJECT 2000 XXII
June 9 - 12, 2011
San Antonio, Texas

Project 2000 XXII

Debbie Herklotz

Project 2000 XXII

Project 2000 XXII.

San Antonio, June 1998. Right: Fred Immer (second from
who died in the line of duty in 1997, was honored. Fred’s other son, Kurt, is third from the right.
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continued

PROJECT 2000 XXII ~ June 9 - 12, 2011 ~ San Antonio, Texas

The Annual National Memorial Ceremony is the

Friday --

11 Days in Hell” (1974 at Huntsville State
Prison)
Texas Department of Criminal Justice
Saturday:

Fallen Family members
(no photographs or cameras)

and their Spouses
(no photographs or cameras)
Kids 12 and under

Project 2000 XXIII
-- Debbie
This year’s
Honored
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The Family Room

-- Jennifer Davis

Top left: At the Annual National Memorial Ceremony, Friday, June 10, 2011, Shirley Moore-Smeal, Executive Secretary of the PA DOC, sits at far left. Second to the left is Craig
are huge supporters of the CPOF. At the podium is Captain
Alvin A. Alexis II of the Texas Rangers of San Antonio.
Bottom left: Honor Guards on the march to the National
Memorial Ceremony.

CPOF Volunteers from the Philadelphia Prison System were
ter a long day, they’re relaxing at the Friday night barbecue
hosted by the Texas Department of Criminal Justice.
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The Honored Families of PROJECT 2000 XXII

Leading Honored Family Members onto the Alamo
grounds to the bagpipe playing of “Amazing Grace”

Leonard Wall (Arkansas)

The Family of Sr. Parole Agent
Ellane Aimiuwu (Illinois)

Accepting on behalf of the Family of Correctional

The Family of Nurse
Cynthia Palomata (California)

Arthur Redelfs (Texas)
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The Honored Families of PROJECT 2000 XXII

Gary Chapin (Pennsylvania)

Honored Family Members at the
National Memorial Service

John H. Paskewicz Sr. (Maine)

Cesar Arreola (Texas)

The Family of Army Specialist
David A. Holmes (Georgia)
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The Honored Families of PROJECT 2000 XXII

Each Family received a set of three shell casings

Accepting on behalf of the Family of Army Sergeant
1st Class Robert J. Fike (Pennsylvania)

The Family of Army 1st Sergeant
Robert N. Barton (Mississippi)

Accepting on behalf of the Family of Marine
Lance Corporal Anthony J. Rosa (Vermont)

The Family of Army Staff Sergeant
Jason A. Reeves (Texas)

Jason Reeves’s parents and, at right, Lt. Ray
Stender of SCI Waymart, PA and his mother Gay.
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Honor Guards of PROJECT 2000 XXII
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Honor Guards of PROJECT 2000 XXII
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Honor Guards of PROJECT 2000 XXII
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Correctional Peace Officers
Foundation, Inc.
A Word from CPO Foundation National Honor Guard
Commander Steve Dizmon
Captain, Ret. California DOC

Greetings
ment are accounted for; and uniforms are cleaned

First,I would like to extend my sincere condolences to the families and friends of our Fallen Of(CPOF) Project 2000 gatherings for your support

making sure that your family, if they are not attending with you, will be taken care of while you are

to all the Wardens, Superintendents, Directors and
Commissioners that made it possible for their staff
Right now I want to focus my attention on the
-

Project,

CPOF Project

your gear and that it is ready to go before you attend the Honor Guard practice that afternoon and
-

-

Somebody

Warden, Superintendent, Director or Commissioner that you want to attend, for example

but still you all get on the buses to be transported

On the other hand, the new staff attending Project
and that you want to take six to eight staff
with you; and if your Prison is in California, South

-

thousands of miles away, some Wardens under-

dedication t
practice always comes together as a CPOF Honor

sion for you and your staff to attend, the really hard

-

time off for all the staff; training and practice begin;
weapons are cleaned; brass and other metal ac-

begins with marching in formation with sharp uniglinting in the sun and your heels echoing off the
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-

cation and professionalism the Correctional Peace

you tuck your chin in a little tighter and push your
chest out a little further and you march with pride
in your chosen profession and in remembrance of

growth we are all able to assist more Correctional
staff and families that suffer the tragic loss of a

We are fast approaching the Correctional
ect XXIII in Washington, D.C. on June 7-10,

the speakers will speak for not too long and you
-

Ceremony will be in Friday, June 8, 2012.

Project you make the families
-

States and Canada to support
and participate in
the CPOF Honor
Guard Memorial
Ceremony for our

Breakfast you start saying your goodbyes, packing
Project.
Once again you are back home with your families, who somehow seem more important now

you

desire
bassadors to the
public, present a

the beat, but with a different attitude, knowing that
there are people who do care and appreciate who

the

your profession,

Imagine, if you will, a Project Memorial Ser-

In closing, how can I thank a group of professionals like you that breathe life into a cause that

billowing in the wind, no accoutrements glinting in

-

Project what it is and you know what it really means

you are aware of what it takes to attend Project,
but I wanted to remind you, and to inform those

I look
forward to seeing all of you in June 2012 in
Washington, D.C.

Memorial Honor Guard -- Project would be only

For Honor Guard information: Email
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Line of Duty Deaths from the Past

Line of Duty Deaths from the Year 2010

own research of line-of-duty deaths in the past,
we honor those individuals at our next
EOW: 3/6/09

their immediate surviving family members to attend.

EOW: 3/10/09

EOW: 9/9/02

EOW: 3/19/09

EOW: 3/19/09

EOW: 2/21/09
EOW: 4/21/09
EOW: 5/19/09
EOW: 4/29/09
EOW: 6/4/09

EOW: 8/20/09

EOW: 8/18/09

EOW: 10/2/09
EOW: 8/30/09

EOW: 11/5/09
EOW: 9/8/09
EOW: 11/19/09
Georgia
EOW: 10/16/09

EOW: 11/21/09
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A HUGE THANK YOU to ALL

State of Alabama Department of Corrections
American Federation of Government Employees (AFGE) Local 817
Texas Department of Criminal Justice (from Golf Tournament)
American Federation of Government Employees (AFGE) Local 3048
Council of Prison Locals 33
Correction Captains Association (NYC)
City of New York Department of Correction Pipe Band
Philadelphia City Prison System
State of Oregon Department of Corrections (from Golf Tournament)

$5,900.00
$1,500.00
$3,865.24
$400.00
$5,000.00
$1,500.00
$1,500.00
$2,520.00
$5,000.00

For a New Lifetime Sponsorship

Mr. Sal Osuna, Mr. Rich Subia, Mr. Christopher Epps,
Mr. Glenn Mueller, Mr. Larry Corby,
Mr. Edgar W. Barcliff, Jr., Mr. Don Dease and
Mr. Richard Waldo.

The TDCJ also presented a $52,884 check representing the total of Agency Purpose Charity donations from
the various Texas Units sent to the CPOF from March

The “Missing

Memorial Wreath. The

is set at every

at the Memorial Ceremony and afterward
carried to the banquet
room where it remains
near the speakers’
stage for the duration

event. It honors
each of the
Fallen who
are no longer
with us.
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Survivors of Assaults
by Ellis Peoples
CPO Foundation Representative in Missouri

The Assault Survivors’ meeting is about to begin, with
Ellis Peoples (standing) introducing himself and welcoming everyone. After this, no more pictures will be
taken and it will be a closed-door meeting.

The Recognition Awards to be given to the Assault Survivors, Catastrophic Assistance Guests, Correctional
Corrections Personnel honored for Bravery “Above
and Beyond the Call of Duty.”

Rikers Island, New York City. NY.

Project
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Survivors of Assaults

Cassie Fueston of Pasquotank Correctional Institution, NC.

WE ARE SURVIVORS.

Robertson Unit, TX.

(Next page)
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Survivors of Assaults
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Faces of the CPO Foundation Catastrophic Assistance
Program at Project 2000 XXII
The CPO Foundation operates an extensive Catastrophic Assistance Program (CAP) that aids and supports
Correctional Personnel and their Families in times of crisis, emergency or extreme need. Situations include dire
straits caused by natural disasters, long-term medical conditions, sudden deaths of spouses or children, total
losses from house ﬁres, and various other devastating occurrences that exhaust the ﬁnancial resources of a
Correctional Ofﬁcer and/or his Family. Each year, we invite to Project several of the hundreds of Correctional
Ofﬁcers who have been helped by the CAP in the preceding year. They eloquently show the “Face” of this huge
and vital program that, to date, has helped over 23,300 Correctional Ofﬁcers and Families nationwide in catastrophic need.
Left: Lieutenant William Morrison, a Supporting Member at Federal Correctional Institution - Albion in Florida, and his wife Susan. Susan has
a condition called Dystonia, a neurological movement disorder. In 2010
Susan received a “Deep Brain Stimulator” implant, a procedure that required three separate surgeries in a hospital three and a half hours’ drive
from the Morrison’s home. Each surgery required a one-week stay in the
hospital for Susan. The wonderful news is that Susan responded extremely well to the Stimulator -- Lt. Morrison said in a letter written in August
2010 that “Susan has made miraculous improvements and there are more
to come” -- and we are very happy that Lt. Morrison and Susan were able
to accept our invitation to be our guests at Project 2000 XXII.
Right: Correctional Ofﬁcer Shawn Gilbreath, a Gold Club Supporting
Member at Robertson Unit, Texas and his wife Kelly. In March 2010 the
Gilbreath’s then-nine-year-old son Mark had surgery for a brain tumor,
after which he underwent chemotherapy and radiation treatments. A
one-year-later spinal tap done in March 2011 indicated that, thankfully,
Mark was clear of cancer cells. We hope that the check-ups and tests he
will have periodically for the next year or so will have the same excellent
results!

Left: Correctional Sergeant James Kroth, a Gold Club Supporting Member
at Lexington Assessment and Reception Center, Oklahoma. Sergeant Kroth
was diagnosed with non Hodgkins lymphoma and has been undergoing
tests and treatments for over a year and a half. We are glad that he felt well
enough to join us at Project 2000 XXII.

Right: Mrs. Brenda Hambrick, a Supporting Member, is a Training Specialist III at TDCJ headquarters in Huntsville, Texas. Her son Chris was
killed in an auto accident at the age of 21. Prior to this tragic event, Chris,
Mrs. Hambrick and Mr. Hambrick all had had various serious medical
problems and issues over the course of several years.
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Recognized for Bravery “Above and Beyond the
Call of Duty” at Project 2000 XXII

Supervisor Robbie Jones and
Corrections Ofﬁcer Senior
Tonya Meunier
Nottoway Correctional Center
Virginia

Correctional Sergeant Albert Deem
Pittsburgh State Correctional
Institution, Pennsylvania
While driving on the interstate, Sergeant
Albert Deem passed a van that had hydroplaned, causing the driver to lose control
and hit a barrier on the side of the road. The
airbags in the van exploded and knocked the
driver out of her door. Sergeant Deem pulled
alongside and asked the driver, who was
bleeding, if she needed help. She replied
yes just as the van started rolling away, and
she chased after it, yelling “My babies! My
babies!” The van began to pick up speed,
so Sergeant Deem raced after the van and
pulled in front of it. He allowed the van to
hit his bumper and slowed down until the
van came to a stop. The three young children
that were in the van were not injured and,
in fact, slept through the entire incident. Sgt.
Deem’s heroic efforts saved the children
from coming to any harm.

On January 27, 2011, Corrections Ofﬁcer
Tonya Meunier had just completed her shift
at Nottoway Correctional Center and was
on her way home when she came across an
accident. Ofﬁcer Meunier ran to the SUV,
and attempted to reach into the driver
side of the vehicle to assess the driver’s
condition, when smoke coming from the
engine turned into ﬂames.
At the same time, Supervisor Robbie
Jones was going home when he noticed the
accident at the intersection. He ran to the
SUV and attempted to break the passenger
side window by hitting it with his ﬁst,
and kicking it, but with no success. The
ﬂames had started just as someone handed
Supervisor Jones an ax, and he was able to
break through the rear window. He entered
the burning vehicle, unfastened the seatbelt
and removed the driver from the SUV.
Other motorists helped put out the ﬁre,
and Ofﬁcer Meunier and Supervisor Jones
then realized it was a state vehicle. They
were later informed that the driver inside the
SUV was Warden Shirley Avent, who died at

the scene. Corrections Ofﬁcer Tonya Meunier
and Supervisor Robbie Jones displayed
selﬂess acts of courage without regard to the
imminent danger to themselves as they tried
to assist Warden Avent.
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Recognized for Bravery “Above and Beyond the
Call of Duty” at Project 2000 XXII
Correctional Ofﬁcer Luis Hernandez and Correctional Ofﬁcer Gaston Benjamin
Calipatria State Prison and Lancaster State Prison, California
In October of 2010, Correctional Ofﬁcer Gaston
Benjamin, a single father of four young children,
became very ill, leaving him in desperate need
of a kidney transplant. After having no one to
turn to, a Specialist from California State Prison
Lancaster worked with Warden Brenda Cash to
send a ﬂyer to all CDCR institutions asking for
help. Correctional Ofﬁcer Luis Hernandez heard of
the Ofﬁcer in dire need and learned that without
this transplant Ofﬁcer Benjamin might not survive.
Ofﬁcer Hernandez underwent a battery of tests,
and in January 2011 he was cleared to donate the
“gift of life.” In February, 2011, Ofﬁcer Benjamin
and Ofﬁcer Hernandez met for the ﬁrst time at a
pre-operative meeting, which was witnessed by
family members of both Ofﬁcers. On March 8, 2011,
the kidney transplant took place. The UCLA staff
reported that the transplant went well, and that
the organ immediately began to function at the
conclusion of the procedure.
Above: Ofﬁcer Hernandez and Ofﬁcer
Benjamin. Right: Ofﬁcer Hernandez and his wife,
and Ofﬁcer Benjamin and his family.

California Substance Abuse Treatment Facility
(CSATF) Warden Kathleen Allison accepted awards
on behalf of Staff Sergeant K.C. Mitchell, US Army,
son of Correctional Ofﬁcer Rowdy Kyle of CSATF.

CPOF Representative in Washington DeeDee Wernet
accepted awards on behalf of Sergeant Daniel Biskey,
US Army, son of Correctional Ofﬁcer Steve Biskey of
McNeil Island Corrections Center, Washington
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Dear Kim,
Our experience at Project 2000 XXII in San Antonio
was absolutely wonderful!
We appreciate the way our family was treated with
warm compassion, dignity and respect by the entire staff.
The entire event far surpassed what we had anticipated.
The memorial at the Alamo was especially moving.
Thank you for your hard work and dedicated efforts with
CPOF. It was a pleasure to meet you.
With deep gratitude, Lynn & Janet Wall
Lynn Wall is one of the brothers of Detention Ofﬁcer Leonard Wall
who died in January 2010 from injuries suffered in an attack by
inmates. Ofﬁcer Wall worked for the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce in Arkansas. Janet is Lynn’s wife.

Dear Kim,
Just wanted to thank you
and CPOF for all you have done
for us. Receiving your monthly
notes brought a smile to my
face. You have a heart of Gold.
May the Lord Bless you
and yours. We hope to attend
another CPOF function in the
future so we can see our friends
again :)
You are all so wonderful.
Keep up the work of touching
hearts.
Love, Lori & Sophia Quinones
Loressa “Lori” Quinones is the widow of Fireﬁghter Specialist Arnaldo Quinones who died in a forest ﬁre in Los Angeles County in
August 2009. He and Fire Captain Tedmund Hall, who also died,
were trying to rescue Corrections personnel and inmates trapped
inside the dining hall of a California conservation camp. Sophia
(pictured), now two, was born a month after her father’s death.
Fireﬁghter Specialist Quinones was honored at Project 2000 XXI
in Buffalo, New York in 2010, as was Fire Captain Hall.

Congratulations to
Kaitlin Brown (left)
on her graduation
from high school.
Kaitlin is one of the
daughters of Detention Sergeant Ronnie
Brown (pictured with
one of his step-daughters) who died in
September 2009 from
injuries suffered in an
attack by an inmate.
Sergeant Brown
worked for the Polk
County Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce in Florida.
He was honored at
Project 2000 XXI in
Buffalo, New York in
2010.

Dear Kim,
Our family appreciates your note of remembrance
of our son Tom. Two years seems impossible, when days
feel like weeks, and weeks feel like months.
We often reminisce about our time in Buffalo during
Project, and the kindness and honor your organization
showed to us was very moving.
Thanks and Love, Virginia Carroll
Mrs. Carroll is the mother of Detention Deputy Thomas Carroll of
the Goodhue County Sheriff’s Department in Minnesota. Deputy
Carroll suffered a fatal heart attack in March 2009 while participating in a training exercise. He was honored at Project 2000 XXI
in Buffalo, New York in 2010.

Dear Kim,
Thanks for your cards and prayers. Cody is missed so
much. He was our second son we lost so our summers are
ﬁlled with sad emotion.
Maycee, who is nine years old now, told me just the
other day about her Christmas gifts from you and CPOF.
She likes to play with Barbies. She talks a lot about her
dad and she was only 16 months old when he passed
away.
You do a great job for the CPO Foundation and remembering our loved ones.
Sincerely, Bob & Brenda Hathaway
Bob and Brenda are the parents of Senior Ofﬁcer Specialist Cody
Hathaway of USP Marion in Illinois. Ofﬁcer Hathaway died in
June 2003 of a massive heart attack while at a training exercise. He
was honored at Project 2000 XV in Washington, D.C. in 2004.

We congratulate Brooklynn
Osborne as well on her graduation from high school. Brooklynn
is the daughter of Clerk Rhonda
Osborne who worked at the Connally Unit of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice. Rhonda
was assaulted by an inmate in
October of 2004 and strangled to
death. The inmate then took his
own life.
Clerk Osborne was honored at
Project 2000 XVI in Portland,
Oregon in 2005.
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California

Gage Streiff, pictured at right, died at the age of 18 on June 12, 2011 from heart

CPO Foundation,

-
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California

Dear CPOF,
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Federal News
securing the Community Center and providing all in
cial Operations Response Team, staff from FCI Dublin

Project 2000

-

José Rivera - USP Atwater, California:
José Rivera I immediately stepped up to the plate, callthe United
arriving to
unite in a
small hotel
in Merespecially
surprised
to see
C/Os from
as Rhode
Island,
Massachusetts,

remember José I immediately, again stepped up to the
34

Federal Cases

-

-

-

continued
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Federal Cases
Kim,

Dear Kim,

To the CPOF,

36

Federal Cases

Hi Kim,

-
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From Sergeant Joel Eilers, CPO Foundation Volunteer at South Idaho
Correctional Institution:
“Here is a picture of Catherine Gates and me. She was very thankful for the
help and support of CPOF. She is supposed to continue with
chemotherapy treatment through August but she may have an infection that
could delay treatment. I plan to keep in contact with her regularly via email.
I may submit for further assistance for Catherine and her family next month.
Thank you for everything!”
Ms. Gates, a Supporting Member, works in Probation and Parole in the Idaho Department
of Correction Central Office. She was diagnosed with breast cancer in March 2011 and was
off work for several months owing to her chemotherapy treatments and some complications.
After her last scheduled round of chemotherapy, Ms. Gates was due to undergo six weeks of
radiation.
We are pleased to report that Sgt. Eilers told us that Ms. Gates was able to return to work part time in September and did not need further financial assistance from the CPO Foundation at that time.
Corporal Margaret Vanderpool, a Supporting Member at East Boise Community
Work Center, lost her husband Carl to cancer. Sergeant Joel Eilers recommended
Corporal Vanderpool for assistance with funeral expenses, and she is pictured here
receiving her check from Sergeant Brian Klingensmith.

Dear Shanna,
My family and I would like to say thank you for your donation towards the
travel and medical expenses for our daughter Abigail. We are very grateful for
your generosity. It means a lot to us to have been given this gift of help from the
CPOF. Abi wanted to make sure we said a special thank you from her -- :0) We
are blessed to have you in our lives. The love and support you have given has
helped us get through this emotional time. Isabella [Ms. Echevarria’s two-yearold daughter] and Abigail also wanted to say thank you for the stuffed animal
lions. They loved them.
Réme Echevarria, Meridian, ID
Ms. Réme Echevarria works in Administration in the Idaho Department of Correction
Central Office. Daughter Abigail (“Abi”) was born on March 12, 2011. She had two holes in her heart and was also diagnosed with Down’s
Syndrome. Abi was to have heart surgery on September 23, 2011 at the Sacred Heart children’s hospital in Spokane, Washington (400 miles
from home). At the recommendation of Sergeant Joel Eiles, Ms. Echevarria received a CPO Foundation assistance check to help with travel and
other expenses associated with Abi’s surgery. Ms. Echevarria is pictured (center) in the photo above right with Ms. Cheryl Hudon of the Human
Resources Department and Sergeant Eiles (and a Lucy Lion and Leo Lion, destined for Abi and Isabella).

OS II Jacqueline Frei of North Idaho Correctional Institution received a CPO
Foundation assistance check when she had to be off work for a month to care for
her husband who had open heart surgery. She is pictured here (on the left) with
Sergeant Mary Strang, who recommended the assistance, and NICI Warden Lynn
Guyer.
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Florida
Bradford and Union County
by Terrasa Wood, CPO Foundation Representative

Left: Warden Higginbotham, CPOF Representative John
Williams, Maintenance/Construction Supervisor Arnold
Mitchell, Assistant Warden Lynn Hill. Above: Warden
Higginbotham, Food Service Director James Stewart, As39

Olive Correctional Center:

-

Juvenile Center:

Division of Juvenile Services.
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Dear Shanna,

41

Texas

-
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Texas

43

Texas Fire
Foundation,

or safe during the historic catastrophic

assistance from the CPO Foundation:
Back Row: Robin Ruyle, Sgt. Wayne (Gerald) Mercer,
Patrick Crouch, Brett Sprankle, Chris Crouch
Front Row: Jean-Sebastien Vocal, Susan VanZanten, Joshua Stohler
Barbara Stohler).
Captain Emily Trevino (see her letter at right) is second
from left in the front row.

tials, their lives have forever changed
and their hearts remain heavy as they
all part of a bigger family of CorrecEmily Trevino, Captain, Jail

I wanted to let you know that my family
and I appreciate the gift cards CPOF sent
to myself and others affected by the hor-

To the CPO Foundation:
donations, thoughts and prayers of groups
I would like to personally offer my
thanks and gratitude to you for the gift and

In all, the CPO Foundation assisted 55 Correctional
to their homes and/or property as a result of the sum44

Mississippi Tornado
-

45

The State of Washington
Correctional Officer II Bridgett Bolinger is a Supporting Member at Airway Heights
Corrections Center. Her husband Randy underwent a liver transplant in mid 2011. The
operation took place in Seattle, 300 miles away from the Bolingers’ home in Spokane. Afterward, Randy was transferred to a transplant care center. The CPO Foundation provided
assistance to Bridgett to help with the many extra expenses she incurred during Randy’s
surgery and after care. Brodgett and Randy are pictured at right.

From Correctional Officer Terry Cousins of Kitsap County Sheriff’s Office:
“Thank you so much. Officer Soria was very surprised when he received the check.We appreciate
your support for one of our own during this difficult time.”
Officer Terry Cousins presented Kitsap County Sheriff ’s Office C/O Cesar Soria with a CPO
Foundation assistance check after C/O Soria’s wife Emelynda died unexpectedly. The Soria family
was on vacation in California at the time Emelynda fell ill and was admitted to a hospital in Stockton, California. She died from pneumonia and upper respiratory infection.

Ms. Lisa Ross is a Secretary and Supporting Member at Stafford Creek Corrections Center.
In the space of just a few months, her father and her husband were both diagnosed with
cancer, and her mother and stepfather were in a serious car accident. Ms. Ross received a
CPO Foundation assistance check to help with various expenses she incurred in helping her
family members cope with their situations. Ms. Ross (on the right) is pictured here with
Associate Superintendent Dan Van Ogle and DeeDee Wernet, CPO Foundation
Representative in Washington.
From Lori J. Telleria, Coyote Ridge Corrections Center Correctional Program Manager:
“In the small town of Connell, Washington, it wasn’t unusual to see a gentleman peddling around town on his
aerodynamic bike with the Red, White and Blue proudly flying from its antenna. This was longtime Connell resident Andrew
Sawyer I (“Big Andy”), a retired Deputy Sheriff for Franklin County and former Police
Chief for the City of Connell. Mr. Sawyer also filled a few more important roles as the
love of CRCC’s AA3 Eileen Sawyer’s life and father to CRCC Associate Superintendent
Andy Sawyer II as well as father-in-law to CRCC Class Counselor Annie Sawyer.
“Big Andy” was a warrior at heart and fought bravely against cancer but sadly lost his
battle on May 2, 2011. CPOF was there to contribute to Mrs. Sawyer and once again
we are humbled by their generosity and lightning fast response. The Sawyer family and
CRCC thank the CPOF for taking care of our Correctional family members. You are
appreciated more than you can possibly know!”
Photo: CRCC Superintendent Jeff Uttecht, AA3 Eileen Sawyer and Eileen’s son, Associate Superintendent Andy Sawyer II.
Willa, the youngest daughter of C/O II Robert Wegner of Coyote Ridge Corrections Center, was born with very serious heart defects that required two separate surgeries at Stanford
Medical Center in California. The first was in June 2011 and the second was scheduled for October 2011. On a good note, as Captain Lori Telleria, Coyote Ridge CC Correctional Program
Manager, put it at the time, “The Wegners have been in and out of the hospital with Willa a number of
times over the last month, but with a lot of in-home equipment and the training to use it, they have been
blessed to be able to have Willa at home for the majority of the time they’ve been waiting.” Lori continued, “We contacted Dee Dee Wernet, our area CPOF Representative, and were able to get Robert some
much-needed funds to help defray the costs of travel and medical bills as well as time off work. Once again,
CPOF was there to help a Correctional Family in their time of need!”
We heard from Officer Wegner that after the first surgery Willa was healing and doing well.
Thus, we are all the sadder to report that, after many procedures and more surgeries, little Willa
passed away on November 2, 2011. Our hearts go out to the Wegner family, pictured here: Robert and Brandee; and children Christopher, Kaitlyn, Jarrett and, of course, Willa.
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Arizona
Sergeant Raymun Miranda of the Maricopa County Sheriff ’s Department
received a CPOF assistance check after two of his three sons were in an ATV
accident on a family camping trip. Both sons, one 17 and the other 19, were very
seriously injured and, sadly, the 17-year-old did not survive. Pictured are Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio, Sgt. Miranda, CPO Foundation Representative
Richard Loud and CPO Foundation Administrative Assistant Theresa Stevens.

Colorado
Hello, Shanna,
Here is the photo of Mark Lightcap receiving his check from CPOF. Left to right are: Undersheriff J.R. Hall, Mark Lightcap,
Cindy Knudtson (me), Lt. Linda DeSalvo, and Commander Darlene Alcala.
I have full approval from the Sheriff, Kirk Taylor, and from Undersheriff J.R. Hall to sign the employees up for CPOF. I am
more then happy to do this and take care of the Pueblo County Sheriff ’s Department. There are a lot of people who are very interested in the organization.
Thank you so much for supporting Mark at this critical time. He couldn’t thank
me and CPOF enough.
Cindy Knudtson, Pueblo, CO
Sergeant Mark Lightcap of the Pueblo County Sheriff ’s Department underwent two organ
transplants earlier in 2011. He received an assistance check at the recommendation of Cindy
Kundtson, who with her husband Ronald were Volunteers for the CPO Foundation in Colorado for many years. While Cindy had to take a medical retirement in early 1999, we are
very pleased -- for her and for us --- that she has been able to resume her volunteer activities.

Louisiana
From Brian Daigle:
“On Monday, June 27, I received a phone call from one of my co-workers stating that Sgt.
Roger Watson’s home had just burned down and was totally destroyed.
Neither Sgt. Watson nor his children were home at the time of the fire. Once they were allowed back to where their home once was, they were able to salvage a few personal items.
This is not the only tragedy that Sgt. Watson and his children have experienced recently. A
while back, Sgt. Watson’s wife passed away after an illness.
Here is a picture of me presenting Sgt. Watson with an assistance check along with WALMART gift cards for his children Kaylee, Roger III, and Dillion.”
Msgt. Brian Daigle of Elayn Hunt Correctional Center in St. Gabriel, Louisiana, is a longtime Volunteer
for the CPO Foundation.

Montana
From Wanda Hislop:
“Here are the pictures we took of George Smith Jr. (left) and George Smith III getting their CPO Foundation assistance checks. Montana State Prison Associate Warden Leonard Mihelich is presenting the check to George Smith Jr. for the fire in his
home and (top of next page) Warden Mike Mahoney is presenting George Smith III
with his check for aid in the care of his child.

continued
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Both were so appreciative and once again, we can’t thank you enough for all you
do to help.”
Ms. Wanda Hislop is HR Specialist at Montana State Prison. Librarian George Smith Jr lost
his home and belongings in a fire. His son, George Smith III who works in Admissions at MSP,
received assistance to help with extra expenses incurred while his daughter was undergoing
extensive treatment, including surgery, for a serious heart condition.

New York
Right: New York State CPO Foundation Volunteer Representative Jay West presented an assistance package to Sgt John Berkman of Bare Hill Correctional Facility.
Sgt. Berkman, a Gold Club Supporting Member, accepted on behalf of his daughter
Meagan who lost her house and all possessions during the tornado strikes in Arkansas in late April. As Jay said, “The CPOF wishes her and her family much luck and
that they stay safe.”
Left: Volunteer Representative Jay West
(at far right) presented an assistance package to Greene Correctional Facility Corrections Officer and Supporting Member
Norman Wilcox and his family (Theresa,
Norman and Bradley). Jay reported: “Fifteen-year-old Bradley contracted a neurological disease in April that attacks his immune system and causes seizures. He is currently going through extensive physical,
speech and occupational therapy and will be for many months to come. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to this outstanding
young man and his wonderful family.”
Corrections Officer Kevin Countermine of Attica Correctional Facility is pictured
at right in early 2011 with his wife Ruth, their five-year-old son Ian and then-newborn son Lucian. Tragically, Ian died on July 15, 2011 from a brain aneurysm. At
the recommendation of Jim Griffin, CPOF Volunteer at Attica, the CPO Foundation provided an assistance check to help pay for Ian’s funeral.

North Carolina
Correctional Officer Carolyn Townes, a Supporting Member at Polk Correctional
Institution, is pictured here with her three grandchildren. Officer Townes took custody of the children after their mother (and Officer Townes’s daughter), Shameka
Robertson, age 32, was killed in a house fire in March 2011. At the recommendation
of Linda Smart, CPOF Representative in North Carolina at the time, Officer Townes
received an assistance check to help with funeral and other expenses incurred immediately after her daughter’s death.
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Ohio
From Warden Rod B. Johnson, Madison Correctional Institution, London, OH:
“Today [March 21, 2011] we received the packet from the Correctional Peace Officers Foundation (CPOF) for Officer Jeremy Yantes. I wanted to drop you ladies* a line to say thank you!
On behalf of Officer Yantes and the Madison Correctional staff, we would like to send our most
sincere appreciation to the Foundation.
Thank you once again!”
We thank Warden Johnson very much for his kind note. Officer Jeremy Yantes was assaulted by an inmate
in March 2011 and suffered serious brain injuries as a result of blows to his head. He is pictured at right
with his family.
*The ladies are: Char, Shanna Bredeson and Sarah Haynes.

Oklahoma
From Acting Warden Kameron Harvanek, John Lilley Correctional Center,
Boley, OK
“Dear Ms. Stevens,
I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank you and the CPO
Foundation for the financial assistance provided to John Lilley CC staff member
Dental Assistant Trudy Berry. Your assistance has always provided help when
needed the most and for that I and fellow staff will always be grateful.”
Thank you so much, Acting Warden Harvanek, for your note. Dental Assistant Trudy
Berry’s son suffered a broken back in a car accident. Ms. Berry is pictured here (second
from left) with Acting Warden Harvanek, Warden’s Secretary Pam Collins and CPO
Foundation Representative for Oklahoma Richard Loud.

From Warden D.B. Parker, James Crabtree Correctional Center, Helena, OK:
“Dear Ms. Stevens,
I want to personally thank you and the CPO Foundation for your generous donation to James Crabtree CC Cadet Sonny
Thompson. Your donation to Cadet Thompson came at a good time, because he was currently at our Training Academy and his
family was able to put that money to good use.
It is always good to see organizations coming toghether to help a fellow Officer/Employee when circumstances prevail out of
our control. Cadet Thompson was extremely grateful to receive the money and has expressed to me his sincere appreciation. On
his behalf and that of his family, I am writing this letter of gratitude and thanks.”
We greatly appreciate Warden Parker’s letter. Cadet (now Correctional Officer) Thompson and his family (wife Cheryl and four children) lost
everything in a house fire in August 2011.

Oregon
Michael Seefeldt, CPO Foundation Volunteer Representative in Eastern Oregon,
wrote this note to Correctional Officer Chris Ward of Two Rivers Correctional
Institution in Umatilla, Oregon:
“Thank you for allowing me to assist you in getting this catastrophic assistance
check from the Correctional Peace Officers Foundation. I hope that the assistance will
help lighten your burden as you are recovering from your injury.
Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.”
Officer Ward, a Supporting Member, had surgery in early 2011 to try to repair a re-herniated
disc. He was off work for three months. The herniation of the disc first occurred in late 2007 during a surgery Officer Ward had to repair damaged cartilage in one of his hips. Officer Ward is
pictured at right with one of his two sons.

continued
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Dear Shanna, Dan Weber and members of the CPOF,
Thank you so much for the money you helped me with in my time of struggles. I have lung cancer and it spread to my lymph
nodes, which makes it a Stage III A cancer. I am currently going through chemo and radiation therapy; after that is through I will
wait one month and get operated on. All that you gave me is a blessing to me and my family. Thank you for your prayers also, for
in my opinion nothing is stronger.
May God be with you and yours.
Ronald W. Wilson, Salem, OR
Mr. Wilson, a Supporting Member, is in Food Services at Oregon State Penitentiary. Dan Weber, CPO Foundation Volunteer Representative in
Western Oregon, recommended the assistance. We wish Mr. Wilson all the best for a successful recovery.

South Carolina
Dear Christina Labio,
Words cannot express my gratitude. The check I received couldn’t have come at a more needed time. It will help with some of
the medical bills that I’ve incurred and will be a great help with all the medicines I have to take, some of them two or three times
a day.
God bless you and everyone at CPOF, and all the Officers who contribute to the fund. Again, many thanks.
Lewis Dority, Lancaster, SC
Correctional Officer Dority is a Supporting Member at Kershaw Correctional Institution in Kershaw, South Carolina. During the past year he
has been in and out of the hospital several times because of heart problems. He has had six stints implanted and continues to have problems with
his blood pressure. We will keep Officer Dority in our thoughts and very much hope that his health will improve.
Dear Christina,
On behalf of our employee, Ms. Barbara Frett, the staff of Watkins Pre-Release Center and I wish to express our appreciation
to everyone at the CPO Foundation for the assistance you provided to her. Ms. Frett asked that I convey her personal thanks as
well. Your assistance will be of great value in the restoration of her residence. The entire staff was very uplifted by the wonderful
help received by their fellow employee.
It is a great encouragement to all of us to know that there is an organization in place whose primary mission is to assist Corrections Professionals in times of need. Again, I cannot say enough about how much the help you have provided, both now and
in the past, is appreciated. You really make a difference in the lives of many fine people at a time when it is needed most. We will
continue to promote the mission of the CPOF at every opportunity.
Sincerely,
David W. Dunlap, Interim Warden, Watkins Pre-Release Center, Columbia, SC
We are humbled and most gratified by Interim Warden Dunlap’s letter, which likewise uplifts and encourages all of us with the CPO Foundation in the pursuit of our mission to take care of our own. We were pleased to assist Ms. Frett, who works in Food Services at Watkins PreRelease, after her house was seriously damaged by a lightning strike.

Virginia
Dear Ms. Bredeson:
I would like to thank the CPO Foundation for your monetary assistance to
Safety Officer Delbert Garrett during his time of mourning. Here is a picture
taken as Mr. Garrett was very graciously accepting the package that you sent.
From left to right: AW Doug Vargo, Warden Layton Lester, Safety Officer
Delbert Garrett, Personnel Analyst and CPOF Supporting Member Tammy
Masters-Mawhinney (myself), and Chief of Security James Labriola.
I cannot adequately express the gratitude and honor it is to be a member of
the Correctional Peace Officers Foundation.
Sincerely,
Tammy B. Masters-Mawhinney, Personnel Analyst, Lunenburg
Correctional Center, Victoria, VA
Safety Officer Garrett’s wife Sandra was diagnosed with cancer in late October 2010. She
was hospitalized six times during the five months she lived before passing away on March
25, 2011.
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Polar Bear Plunge 2011
by Ellis Peoples
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LIFETIME SPONSORS
of the
CORRECTIONAL PEACE OFFICERS FOUNDATION
WE PROUDLY PRESENT OUR LIFETIME SPONSORS

Lifetime Sponsors
Lifetime Corporate/Organization Sponsors

Lifetime Individual Sponsors

Lifetime Sponsors
from Correctional Facilities

replace Supporting Membership in the CPO Foundation by
-

Sponsorship.

52

LIFETIME SPONSORS
of the
CORRECTIONAL PEACE OFFICERS FOUNDATION
Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) Lifetime Facility Sponsors

Johnston Unit

Briscoe Unit
Clemens Unit

Clements Unit

Connally Unit
Price Daniel Unit

Dalhart Unit
Darrington Unit

Duncan Transfer Facility
Eastham Unit
Ellis I Unit
Estelle Unit
Ferguson Unit
Formby State Jail

Michael Unit

Middleton Unit

Robertson Unit

Jim Rudd Unit

Smith Unit

Gist State Jail Facility
Glossbrenner Unit
Goodman Transfer Facility

Telford Unit
Torres Unit
Ware Unit

Felony Punishment
Stevenson Unit
Terrell Unit
Wallace Unit
Woodman State Jail
Wynne Unit

Annual Correctional Facility Sponsors

Find a mistake?

The CPO Family
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Remembering One of Our Own ...

Joe Vega
End of Watch:
September 10, 2011

WE ARE FAMILY
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by Dave Wedzina,
-

In the melée, the
inmates murdered three of
their own and
brutally beat an

sion, State Senate members, Correctional personnel and
-

On a personal side, a few days before the Memorial

CPO
Foundation
P. O. Box 348390 Sacramento CA 95834-8390

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

PLAN NOW TO JOIN US IN

WASHINGTON, D.C.
FOR

PROJECT 2000 XXIII
FEATURING THE CPO FOUNDATION

Annual National Memorial Service
FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 2012
Hyatt Regency Crystal City
For more information, call 1.800.800.CPOF

